



Leeds and District Branch Yorkshire Association of Change Ringers

Minutes of the AGM held at Swillington on Saturday 22nd May 2010
In the absence of the chairman John Leech, John Burnup chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
1. Apologies for absence 
John Leech, John Crouch, Charlotte Davies, Derek and Ronalda Johnston, Chrissie Swift
2. The following new members were elected:
Rachel Sanderson 

 Kirk Deighton

Associate now qualified
Kat Roberts


Chapel Allerton

Associate
3. Striking contest results given by Peter Wilkinson (Chester Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers) who judged the competition. 
	Position
	Band 
	Faults

	1st
	Leeds Parish Church
	40

	2nd
	Knaresborough
	53.5

	3rd
	Swillington B
	60.5

	4th
	Burley
	62.5

	5th
	Chapel Allerton
	67.5

	6th
	Kirk Deighton
	95

	7th
	Swillington A
	Did not finish


Some of the judge’s comments:

Burley: A brave decision to ring minor. Most faults occurred when the little bells rang around the back bells. Some good ringing but three patches where most of the faults were collected.
Swillington A: Somewhat trippy and picking up steady faults. Serious problems which looked like they had been resolved but the team didn’t manage to finish the test piece.
Knaresborough: Rang doubles and the tenor set a good steady beat. Used the practice well. Quite a good piece of ringing with some groups of faults and some when bells came away from the lead.
Chapel Allerton: Call changes on the front six. A good beat with odd bits of faults

 Kirk Deighton: Doubles. Tenor tried hard to set a good rhythm. Quite a lot of faults near the end - perhaps the ringers were in sight of the end!
Swillington B: Faults were evenly distributed and this ringing would have gained a higher ‘impression’ mark (if used!) than the actual number of faults suggested.
Leeds Parish Church: Excellent rhythm and nice brisk ringing. Only odd little faults and several bits with hardly any faults - a delight to listen to.  
Leeds Parish Church would have been presented with the cup if they had remembered to bring it! They will represent the branch in the YACR final in September.

4. Cath Ladd gave the vote of thanks. She thanked the Swillington ringers for their arrangements during the afternoon and for the tea and those responsible for ensuring we could ring at Rothwell in the evening. The striking contest judge was also thanked and given a bottle of wine.
5. Election of officers.

All positions had just one nomination and all were elected as follows:

Membership secretary:
Paul Brook proposed John Leech seconded Penny Thorley

Secretary:
Sue Hucknall proposed Penny Thorley seconded Bill Todd

Web Master:  Peter Oldfield proposed Penny Thorley seconded John Burnup

Committee: Katharine Thorley proposed Adam Crocker seconded Paul Brook

Penny Thorley proposed John Burnup seconded Adam Crocker

The retiring officers were all thanked for their hard work during their terms of office.
6. The minutes of the 2009 AGM held at Barwick (Proposed Adam Crocker, seconded Paul Brook) were approved. The only matter arising was that Fewston has moved from the Leeds Branch to the Cleveland and North Yorks branch but there is now a suggestion that Fewston, Pateley Bridge and Middlesmoor all move back to the Leeds Branch. No formal application has been submitted yet so this will be discussed later if a formal submission is received. The minutes of the other meetings held since the AGM (LPC, Kirk Deighton and Pontefract St Giles) were also accepted.
7. The 2009 accounts were presented having been ratified by Peter Carr.  They were proposed by Penny Thorley, seconded by John Burnup and accepted by the meeting.

 8. The secretary reviewed events of the past year. Congratulations to the branch team which came 2nd (again - how about first next year!) in the YACR inter-branch striking contest held on May 8th. The outing to Hull had been very enjoyable although not many branch members had attended. With the help of out of branch friends we successfully rang on the 12 at Hull. The quarter peal week had seen several firsts including Mark’s first inside at Kirk Deighton. Thanks to all the branch towers who opened up a practice to branch members, Leeds Parish Church, Kirk Deighton, Pontefract St Giles and Ossett. Thanks to Katharine for hosting a very enjoyable Christmas party and also thanks to all those branch members who contributed to the Harrogate course.
9. Future events are as listed on the program card - these were handed round to anyone who hadn’t got one yet. There was some discussion as to whether there would be enough support for the proposed picnic and ringing at Marsden on August 15th. The secretary will  email the branch to see if enough people plan to come to make this viable and to ask what time of day would be best and whether a picnic and/ or other activity (e.g. walk) would be supported.
North Rigton is getting a new ring of six to be installed next year. A band is being taught bell handling at various towers near North Rigton but need support in the next stages of learning and branch members who could help were asked to contact John Leech. John Burnup said he would liaise with John Leech. The YACR wombell will be at the North Rigton fete on Sunday 27th June.
Adam is arranging the bands for the YACR 10 bell striking contest and will circulate more details soon.

10. AOB - none
The meeting closed at 6.30 and ringing took place at Rothwell from 7.00 to 7.30

